
STORAGE CENTER™ REMOTE INSTANT REPLAY™

Business Continuance Within Reach

Remote replication is one of the most frequently required, but least implemented 

technologies in storage environments today. With many operations running 24x7, 

companies understand the need for business continuance in the case of a disaster. 

But when it comes time to purchase and implement a solution, the cost and 

complexity of traditional remote replication offerings have prevented widespread use. 

Compellent Reduces the Cost and Complexity of Replication

Remote Instant Replay uses a patented technology to efficiently replicate continuous 

snapshots, called “Replays” between local and sites, ensuring business continuity at 

a fraction of the cost of other replication solutions. Using Compellent’s wizard-based 

setup, customers are only 6 clicks away from a replication solution. Remote Instant 

Replay supports traditional Fibre Channel replication or cost-effective IP-based 

replication which brings disaster recovery within reach of every budget.

Affordable Disaster Recovery. Replicate cost-effectively over IP using existing 

networks, infrastructure and staff. Efficient Thin Replication consumes less 

space and cuts bandwidth and management costs in half.

Easy to Deploy and Verify. Implement remote replication configurations in as 

few as 6 clicks. Verify disaster recovery online in just minutes while the replica-

tion is still in progress without disruption. 

Robust and Reliable Business Continuity. Ensure availability of data with an 

unlimited number of recovery points at multiple locations. Improve bandwidth 

utilization with replication link estimation and optimization.

KEY BENEFITS

» Thin Replication consumes less space 
    and lowers hardware, bandwidth and 
    management costs

» Unprecedented ease of use enables 
    setup with just 6 clicks, reducing     
    planning and deployment effort

» Bandwidth simulation and shaping 
    reduces network costs and optimizes 
    network utilization

» IP-based replication delivers affordable 
    disaster recovery

» Unlimited Replays (snapshots) enable 
    granular recovery intervals for 
    continuous data protection

» Easy to validate replication brings     
    business continuity within reach for 
    businesses of all sizes

» Intuitive interface enables the creation 
    of powerful replication templates without 
    complex scripting or additional software

» Synchronous or asynchronous 
    replication at multiple locations meets 
    a wide range of enterprise disaster 
    recovery requirements
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Thin Replication Delivers 

Enterprise Disaster Recovery 

Without the Traditional Cost 

or Complexity

Redefine Replication: Thin Replication lowers capacity, bandwidth and management 
costs to deliver affordable multi-site replication without the traditional cost or 
complexity.
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» Portable Volume reduces initial replication 
    synchronization time







Effortless Management and Verification: Easily manage and verify 
replication at multiple sites with a centralized point-and-click interface.

Intuitive Interface and Online Verification Streamline 
Replication 

Storage Center’s wizard-based interface sets a new standard for ease of use when it 

comes to replication management, scheduling and verification. Intuitive enough for any 

administrator to use with no training required, replication can be setup in as few as 

6 clicks. Test recovery on a daily basis in just a few mouseclicks, with no impact to 

your operation. Enterprise Manager takes replication management a step further by 

consolidating system information into a single console for a complete view of your 

Compellent storage environment. 

» Setup replication in as few as 6 clicks

» Easily test replication daily or even hourly without downtime, even while 
    replication is still in progress

» Create replication templates without complex scripting using drag-and-drop 
    icons

» Wizard-based setup and recovery, remote and local web-based monitoring 
    and Phonehome status notification enable effortless management

» Replays can map to any server at any time

» Once Replays reach user-defined expiration, Storage Center automatically 
    returns the available space to the storage pool
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Thin Replication ensures business continuity at a fraction of the cost of other replication 

solutions, cutting bandwidth and management requirements by 50%.



Multi-Site Replication Enables Robust and Reliable Data Protection

With Remote Instant Replay, unlimited Replays deliver advanced replication capabilities, 

allowing a business the flexibility to establish multiple locations as recovery points. Any number 

of locations can actively and simultaneously replicate to a single primary location or to each 

other, without the need and expense of a dedicated site with duplicate configurations. For 

example, the primary site could consist of high-performance Fibre Channel drives while a 

remote location is configured with lower-cost SATA drives. What’s more, a single volume can 

span both Fibre Channel and SATA drive types.

» Create remote copies automatically and 
    simultaneously to multiple sites with
    different configurations, reducing
    dependence on traditional tape backup 
    strategies for recovery

» In bi-directional replication configurations, 
    each location can have it’s own Replay 
    schedule

» Replication can be enabled in bi-directional 
    point-to-point or multi-point configurations 

» Replication can be synchronous (short 
    distance) or asynchronous (long distance)

» All sites are active and available, reducing 
    time to recovery

The Only Enterprise Remote Replication with Thin Replication

Remote Instant Replay’s patented replication efficiency, consumes less space and reduces  

hardware, bandwidth and management costs. Thin Replication enables businesses to quickly  

and affordably establish disaster recovery practices with the granularity to recover to any point 

in time. By replicating continuous Replays between local and remote sites, businesses can

implement a robust, yet cost-effective business continuity plan. Thin Replication’s advanced 

bandwidth simulation and unique shaping algorithms optimize network utilization to meet both 

performance and budget requirements. With IP-based replication over long-distances using 

low-cost lines, Remote Instant Replay brings business continuance within reach to companies 

of all sizes.

New Levels of Business Continuity: Multi-site replication enables robust 
data protection without the need for matching configurations at each site.
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ARCHITECTURE

Pre-allocation Required

Readable and Writeable Remote Replays

Copy-on-write Technology

Volume Recovery using Only Written Data

Volume Clone Required for Recovery

Automated Coalescence of Expired 

Remote Replays

No

Yes

No, Pointers to Data Only

Yes

No

Yes

SCALING

Replication Topology Options

Number of Remote Replays per Volume

Maximum Number of Recovery Points

Maximum Expiration of Remote Replays

Point-to-Point, Point-to-Multipoint, Peer-to-Peer

Unlimited

Unlimited

Unlimited

PERFORMANCE

Asynchronous Replication Support

Replication Interface Support

Replication Link Speed

Replication Link Bandwidth Estimation

Replication Link Bandwidth Optimization

Time Required to Mount a Replay

Replay De-duplication

Yes

Fibre Channel, iSCSI

T1 and Above

Yes

Yes

Less than 5 Seconds

Yes

MANAGEMENT

Replay Scheduling Frequency

Independent Schedules per Location

Outlook-style Scheduling

Validate Volume Recovery while Links 

are Operational

Number of Clicks Required to Setup

Once, Minutes, Hours, Days, Weeks, Months

Yes

Yes

Yes

As few as 6

REMOTE INSTANT REPLAY SOFTWARE SPECIFICATIONS

SERVER ENVIRONMENT

Volume Recovery to any Host

Integration with Microsoft’s VSS

Yes

Yes

ABOUT COMPELLENT

Compellent delivers affordable, modular 

storage solutions exclusively through 

business partners that provide compa-

nies of all sizes enterprise storage 

capabilities without big system costs

or complexities. Designed by network 

storage and virtualization pioneers, 

Compellent enables any business to

cut storage expenditures in half, recover 

from data hazards within minutes, scale 

to any capacity across any technology 

and easily manage its storage without 

adding staff.

STORAGE CENTER  | REMOTE INSTANT REPLAY  |  DATASHEET6

COMPELLENT

7625 Smetana Lane

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Tel: 877-715-3300 

Fax: 952-294-3333 

www.compellent.com
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